
RANCHO SIMI RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

JOINT PARK DISTRICT/HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
ACTIVITY CENTER 

ACTIVITY ROOM #1 
420 I GUARDIAN ST., SIMI VALLEY, CA 

MONDAY, JULY 19, 2021 
5:30 P.M. 

MINUTES 

Approved 

I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by RSRPD Director Elaine Freeman 
at 5:35 p.m. In attendance were Simi Valley Historical Society President Linda Bosley 
and the following RSRPD Staff: Vice Chair Kate O'Brien, Director of Planning and 
Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka, Recreation Coordinator Jeannie Liss, and Administrative 
Secretary Barbara Meinel. 

II. PUBLIC DISCUSSION: None 

III. APPROVAL OF DRAFT MINUTES OF THE JUNE 7, 2021 MEETING: Historical 
Society President Linda Bosley questioned Item IV-b, which states that the Park District's 
budget will be finalized in December. Ms. Bosley stated that she thought the budget would 
be finalized in October, and Nakaoka responded that she is correct. The budget should be 
finalized in October. The draft minutes were unanimously approved as corrected. 

IV. STRATHEARN PARK MAINTENANCE ITEMS 

a. Drainage and Standing Water Near Visitor Center: Ms. Bosley told the Committee 
that she had talked to Sr. Maintenance Supervisor John Krieger about the standing 
water near the Visitor Center. Krieger explained to her that there is a French drain 
with leach lines by the Visitor Center. He thought there might be leaves blocking 
some of the lines, but there weren't enough to cause flooding, so Maintenance 
reduced the amount of watering. If this doesn't solve the problem, Maintenance 
will check to see if there are broken sprinkler heads near the vault or if there is a 
break in the line. 

b. Septic Tank Backup on 7/10/2021: Recreation Coordinator Jeannie Liss told the 
Committee that there was a problem with the septic tank during the middle of an 
event at Strathearn Park on Saturday, July I 0. The water in the toilets started 
bubbling and it was smelly, but the toilets did not overflow. The outside bathrooms 
were locked and Ms. Liss opened the bathrooms in the Visitors Center. The 



District's septic tank contractor came out to the park on Tuesday, July 13 and 
determined that the tank was not full (it had last been pumped in February) and the 
pipes were clean. At this point the cause of the backup is not known. One thought 
is that too many people may have been using the bathrooms over too short a period 
of time. The situation will be monitored and porta-potties are now also available 
for use at the park. 

c. Adobe North Wall Damage: Ms. Bosley stated that she is leaving this item on the 
agenda until the funds are available to get the adobe north wall repaired. 

d. Adobe Admin/File Room Ceiling and Wall: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that 
all the large items have been moved out of the rooms and plastic has been put up. 
She mentioned that there is also some damage on the ceiling outside of the Admin 
room. Nakaoka stated that he will check with Building Maintenance as they had 
been instructed to repair the damage, but must have been directed to work on a 
different project while he was out of the office. 

e. Church Shingle Repair: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that she has received an 
estimate of $500 from Statewide Roofing to put the shingles back on the church 
roof. This price includes laying down felt and putting the shingles back on the roof. 
She also received a price quote from San Ventura Roofing, who at first stated that 
the roof needs to be replaced. Ms. Bosley told the representative from San Ventura 
Roofing that it does not need to be replaced, and he then gave a quote of $1, I 00 to 
do the same work as Statewide Roofing. Nakaoka stated that we can go ahead with 
the church shingle repair using Statewide Roofing, and he will get in touch with 
them. The repair will be done on weekdays so as not to interfere with events 
scheduled on weekends. 

f. Wood Shingles for Playhouse and Gazebo Repairs: Ms. Bosley asked when the 
work on the Playhouse and Gazebo will be done. Nakaoka responded that there are 
new composite shingles in the Activity Center's warehouse that will be put on the 
Gazebo's roof, and usable wood shingles removed from the Gazebo roof will b~ 
used to repair the roof on the Playhouse. Nakaoka will check with Building 
Maintenance to find out when this will be done. 

g. Water feature in half barrel IN FRONT of the Church: Ms. Bosley wanted to clarify 
that the broken water feature in the half barrel is in front of the church, not in the 
rear. Nakaoka responded that maintenance will get a new pump for the water 
feature and will get it running. 

h. Termite Tenting Schedule: Ms. Bosley asked about the schedule for the termite 
tenting. Nakaoka responded that the termite tenting project has been approved and 
is included in the budget. It will probably take place after the wedding season is 
over. Ms. Liss stated that events are booked until mid-November, and Ms. Bosley 
added that it will need to be done after the December 5 Holiday Open House but 
before January, when the Chumash classes for 3rd graders will start. 
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1. Printz/Powell House: Ms. Bosley reported that Mechanical Restoration will be 
making some planter boxes to place along the side of the Printz/Powell House 
between the Printz Colony House and the Haigh/Talley Colony House. The plan 
is to build two 6' planters as there are enough railroad ties available to mimic what 
is on the other side of the house. Ms. Bosley stated that the Historical Society can 
treat the skirt of the Printz Colony House with water sealer if approved by the Park 
District, and Nakaoka replied that it will be fine for them to treat the skirt. Ms. 
Bosley added that the planter boxes will be built out of redwood, and will be lined 
with plastic. She asked if the Park District can put DG around the new planters to 
match the existing walkways, and Nakaoka stated that he will tell the Maintenance 
Crew to do so. Once the planter boxes are finished, Sr. Maintenance Supervisor 
Krieger will have his crew provide irrigation for the planters. Ms. Bosley added 
that having these planters there will also help keep people from wandering back 
behind the houses. Ms. Liss mentioned that whenever there is an event at the park, 
staff has to walk around to make sure guests are not wandering off into areas where 
they shouldn't be. 

V. DOCENTS IN THE PARK PROGRAM - JUNE 26, 2021 Recap: Ms. Bosley told the 
Committee that there were 17 volunteers working at the park on June 26, and they had 40 
guests visit the park between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. She mentioned that they had a rather 
unusual visitor to the park - Danny Sanchez, who is married to Lindsay Greenbush, one of 
the actors from the Little House on the Prairie television show. Mr. Sanchez has an old 
wagon, and he asked if the Historical Society would like to put it at the park. After she had 
a chance to view the wagon at a later date, Ms. Bosley determined that it needed too much 
work for the Mechanical Restoration people to do. Once school is back in session, she 
plans to reach out to the wood shop at Royal High School to see if they might be able to 
do the repairs to the wagon. If Royal High School cannot do the work, she is planning to 
then reach out to Simi High School and Moorpark High School. 

Mr. Sanchez also mentioned that the original house from Little House on the Prairie was 
not destroyed in the Big Sky fire as everyone thought. It is actually stored in a barn in 
Acton. Mr. Sanchez had approached the Simi Valley Chamber before the start of the 
Pandemic to see if they might be interested in bringing the house to Simi Valley for a Little 
House on the Prairie event, but that fell through because of the Pandemic. He suggested 
that the Historical Society might want to bring the house to the park to have as a temporary 
display and possibly hold a Little House on the Prairie fundraiser at the park. Ms. Bosley 
stated that certain steps would be required by the City of Simi to do this. Nakaoka stated 
that under the State's building code, a permit would not be needed for the temporary 
assembly of the home under the Movie Set Exception. Ms. Freeman stated that she thought 
it was a good idea for a fundraiser, and the Historical Society is contemplating doing this 
as a future event. 
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VI. VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

a. July 9 and July 19 - Meetings at Stratheam Park: Two meetings for the volunteers/ 
docents were held during July. One was held on July 9 and was led by Linda 
Bosley, and the second was held on July 19 and led by Kristy Grayson. The 
volunteers/docents were told at the meetings that volunteers are needed to help 
cover the phones and help with some other items after Janice Martin's retirement 
on June 22 and until a replacement for Ms. Martin is hired. Other items discussed 
at the meetings included the following: 

I. Docents and visitors will be required to wear masks when touring inside of 
buildings. Ms. Liss got some masks from the Chamber to hand out to the 
Docents. 

2. There was a discussion regarding wearing standardized clothing once the 
park fully reopens. A survey that was taken indicated that most of the 
volunteers/docents are in favor of standardized clothing. The 
volunteers/docents will have a choice of three different clothing types: 

• A light blue polo shirt with a logo on the left side and a name tag to 
be placed on the right side of the shirt. A sweatshirt or zip-up hoodie 
will also be provided for cooler weather. These items will be sold 
at cost to the volunteers/docents. 

• Historical representation clothing if the volunteers/docents wish to 
wear historical clothing. 

• Special event t-shi1is. An example of a special event !-shirt would 
be a "Dia de Los Muertos" event !-shirt. 

b. Private Tours: Red Hat Group - July 9, 202 I: The most recent private tour held at 
Strathearn was for the Red Hat Group. RSRPD Vice Chair O'Brien is a member 
of this group and she attended the tour. She said it was a hot day, but everything 
went well and they had a good time. 

c. Volunteer Training Classes - July 13, 20, 27, and August 3, 2021. Docent classes 
will be held on four Tuesdays: July 13, July 20, July 27, and August 3. At the July 
I 3 class, there were five new volunteers and seven docents who retook the class. 
Each Tuesday, different buildings will be visited, and history and information will 
be provided regarding the building(s) visited. Ms. Bosley also told the Committee 
that the Historical Society Board has approved the purchase of IO pedestal signs to 
better explain the items on display. 

d. July 25 - Chumash IOI Program, Docent Led Tours 1-4 p.m.: On July 25 Nancy 
Kidd led a Chumash JOI Program for anyone who wanted to attend, and then the 
first official Docent Led Tour began at 1 p.m. 
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Vice Chair O'Brien asked how many docents would be ideal to have. Ms. Bosley 
responded that 36 would be ideal. They have 70 volunteers/docents on record, but 
not that many do the tours. Most of the volunteers do the Chumash school program. 
Some of the volunteers are flexible and will fill in as docents when needed. 

e. August 6 - Docent Led Tour Schedule Resumes - Friday at I p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday from I p.m. - 4 p.m. A regular docent-led tour schedule will resume on 
Friday, August 6. Docent-led tours will be available every Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday from I p.m. - 4 p.m. 

VII. INTERIM STAFFING AT STRATHEARN PARK 

a. Janice Martin's Last Day - July 22, 2021: Janice Martin's last day at Strathearn 
will be Thursday, July 22. In August she will be moving to San Diego. 

b. Volunteers Asked to Help Answer Phones: Volunteers have been asked to help 
with the phones and other items at the Visitor's Center until someone can be hired 
to replace Ms. Martin. So far a few people have signed up. Kristy Grayson 
currently comes in three days a week (Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday), but on 
Mondays and Thursdays she is working on items for Museum Director Pat Havens. 

Ms. Freeman asked if the position pays minimum wage, and Ms. Liss responded 
that she believes it is a little above minimum wage. She added that she can cover 
one full day on her own if necessary, but more than that would be difficult. They 
would like to have someone come in for about 25 hours a week to answer the phones 
and do other duties, which will free Ms. Liss to take care of other responsibilities 
that she has. 

Ms. Freeman then asked if any Park District employees have expressed interest in 
the part-time position, and Ms. Liss responded that there has been some interest. 
Nakaoka stated that it is a priority to fill the part-time position. 

Ms. Bosley added that the Historical Society is still trying to hire someone to do 
work for the Historical Society at Strathearn. 

Ms. Bosley then told the Committee that she, Karen Olson, and Wayne Nakaoka 
meet with District Manager Dan Paranick on June 22. Background information 
was discussed regarding how the rental fee split came about wherein 40% of the 
rental fees go to the Historical Society and 60% go to the Park District. District 
Manager Paranick stated that this split involves an invoice being sent to the Park 
District for the Historical Society's portion of the fees, and entails quite a bit of 
paperwork. The District Manager suggested one idea of having a flat amount of 
$24,000 going to the Historical Society each fiscal year. Ms. Bosley stated that the 
Historical Society is flexible and they will consider the idea. No final decision was 
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reached at this meeting regarding the fees, and at this point no future meeting has 
been planned. 

Ms. Bosley stated that morale is going up as more things are filling up. Bookings 
are coming in quickly now. They had received a few complaints from the neighbors 
when events were held outside, but now that they have been permitted to move 
inside, they haven't received any complaints. 

Ms. Bosley and Nakaoka both stated that the current rental fees are not covering 
the costs at the park. Nakaoka told the Committee that the fees need to be raised, 
and Ms. Liss added that they need to be restructured as well as being raised. People 
calling to check Strathearn' s rates have expressed surprise that they are not higher 
than they currently are. She plans on checking with other historical locations to see 
what they offer and what their fees are. Camarillo Ranch in Camarillo, for example, 
requires that all services for events held at their facility be purchased through the 
Ranch, including catering. Ms. Liss said she can put together a proposal for 
restructuring and raising the fees at Strathearn, and Nakaoka told her to go ahead 
and work on it. She added that any changes probably won't go into effect until 
2023, however, as there are already events booked for 2022, and the fees are locked 
in. Ms. Freeman stated that any increases should be fair. We are a public agency, 
and should not be charging the same amount as a retail establishment. 

Ms. Liss asked if the COVID policy still applies regarding canceled events. This 
policy permits a full refund for events canceled due to the Pandemic. Nakaoka 
responded that he doesn't know if the policy has been changed. 

VIII. UPCOMING SIMI VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY EVENTS AT STRATHEARN 
PARK 

a. August 15: Volunteer Appreciation Picnic Hosted by Nancy Kidd: Nancy Kidd 
will be hosting a picnic for the volunteers/docents to thank them for all their hard 
work. 

b. October 24: Dia de los Muertos: Dia de Los Muertos is scheduled for Sunday, 
October 24. 

c. November 5: Annual Membership Meeting: The annual Membership Meeting is 
scheduled for Friday, November 5. 

d. November 20: Creepy Doll Twilight Tour: For the Creepy Doll Twilight Tour, 
I 0-12 people are taken on a tour. The pathways are illuminated, and the lights in 
the buildings might be turned off briefly to demonstrate how dark it would have 
been in the past. The tour also includes going to the barber shop and the barn, 
where creepy-looking dolls are on display. 
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e. December 5: Holiday Open House: The Holiday Open House is scheduled for 
Sunday, December 5. 

IX. KTLA Airing of Interview with Pat Havens: Ms. Liss sent out a link for the KTLA 
program "Destination California: the Original Simi Valley," which aired on KTLA 5 News 
and included pictures of Strathearn Historical Park and Museum and an interview with Pat 
Havens. Ms. Bosley reported that one week after the show aired, foot traffic picked up at 
the park. She also said people who visit the park are using the audio tour. 

X. DONATION OF STRATHEARN TRACTOR TO SIMI VALLEY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY: Ms. Bosley stated that the Strathearn Family has donated a tractor to the park, 
which was delivered today (July 19). It is on display between the pitting shed and the 
bathrooms. She added that it looks good, but it doesn't run and needs work. This will be 
another project for the Mechanical Restoration team. 

XI. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST: Ms. Bosley stated that one of the new Board members 
is chair of the Dia de Los Muertos event, and normally the Historical Society is able to use 
the District's showmobile for the event. She is aware that the District is getting a new 
showmobile, and she contacted Director of Recreation Zach Miller to ask if it can be used 
for this year's Dia de Los Muertos. He told her that the District has not received it yet. 
Nakaoka stated that the platform stage that was used for the July "Music in the Park" event 
was rented. Ms. Bosley asked if they can use the new showmobile ifit comes in time, and 
Nakaoka said yes, they will bring it out to the park if it arrives in time. He is hoping it will 
arrive prior to October. 

Ms. Freeman asked if the District will be doing anything at Stratheam for the Park District's 
60th Anniversary. Ms. Liss stated that she had mentioned doing something at Stratheam 
and at the Santa Susana Depot to the 60th Anniversary Committee, but she has not heard of 
anything being planned for either location. 

XII. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: Monday, August 2 at 5:30 p.m. 

XIII. ADJOURN MEETING: The meeting was adjourned by Director Freeman at 6:35 p.m. 

~Nakaoka 
:torof Planning & Maintenance 
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